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Purpose: 
 
The need to develop interim state forest guidelines for the west U.P. was 
apparent when the NRC-approved ERSF planning period, with its associated 
direction, expired in 2000.  That plan covered what is currently Escanaba and 
Gwinn forest areas.  The Crystal Falls and Baraga Management Units were not 
included in and had not been part of any coordinated planning effort.  As a result, 
forest area staff were following anticipated guidelines.  In some units, no 
coordinated direction existed for management, causing unavoidable conflicts 
among staff.  Prior to this effort, no “landscape level” analysis had been done to 
help our manager identify how WUP state forest lands should be managed to 
optimize benefits.  To help set some direction for the immediate future, we 
entered into a contract with BioForest of Sault Ste. Marie, Canada.  The corpora-
tion acted as a catalyst for decision making.  In two separate meetings, MDNR 
managers identified some critical issues and together, forged interim guidelines 
for dealing with these issues.  From the beginning of this process, the emphasis 
was on developing interim guidelines that are ecologically defendable.  Most of 
these issues were assigned to interdisciplinary subcommittees who then made  
a recommendation to the group as a whole.  Suggestions that the group made  
to subcommittees were incorporated into final interim guideline language.  The 
final recommendations are the result of a collaborative process involving all 
disciplines within the agency. 
 
Some of the issues are strategic in nature, while others are operational.  This is 
appropriate and resulted because the process was issue driven.  All of the 
recommendations have been viewed in light of their ability to stand the test of 
ecological soundness and forest product sustainability.  This effort should not be 
viewed as a comprehensive ecosystem management plan.  Much more detail 
involving other forest landowners and other publics should go into that effort and 
we expect that the result of such an effort will supercede these interim guidelines.  
We feel that these guidelines will make decision making easier and will help to 
set direction for a future, more comprehensive planning effort. 
 
 
 
p:w \h\ecosystem-purpose 


